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• tDENTIFIEES 

^ ABSTBACT 1^ / ' 

The academic suspension policy at Harrisburg Ar^a 

^^ommdnity College prescribes minimum grade point averages vhich m 
be maintained for students to remain aca^eiically eligible. In or 
to study ^he ^^f fectiveness of this policy^ the faculty council he 
it in abeyance for a period "of three semesters. The intent of thi 
research was to compare the academic progress of those students 
placed on suspension and readmitted after a period of nonacademic 

* activity (Group 1), and those students who would ordinarily have 
suspended, but were . permitted' to re-enroll during the subseguen 
.semester (Group 2), Variables identified included: -deiio^raphic 
curriculum admitted to, current curriculum; ^emester^suspende^, 

, of suspension semester, credits carried during suspension se 
readmit date; GPA*s first and second, semester after** readmit-/ c 
taken those semesters; cumulative GPA, cumulative credits, yan 
graduation. During the* period of spring 1970 to fall 1975y^1*/302 
students were suspended, of whom 259 returned to school, >and/ 21 
graduated. In Grpup 1, 82 percent did not return, and in/spo^P 2, 
per^cent did not return, ^he success (measured by GPA) of s/cudents 
after readmission was lowter in Group 2 tiian in Giroup l/ DAta are 
organized into 46 tables on the basis of the variable's identified 
above^ ^ (NHB) 
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INTRODUCTION 

IQ May 1973, the Faculty Council at Harrisburg Area 
Coiniminity College passed a proposal to suspend the Suspension 
Policy in order to develop a study group for a study of the . 
said policy. (See Appendix A) Accordi|ng to the proposal, 
the Suspension Policy was to be held in abeyance for three 
semesters only. The period of abeyance ended December 3j0, 1974 

In this paper I intend to compare the academic prqgress 
of those students who would ordinarily have been suspended, 
but were permitted to re-enroll during the subsequent semester 
and those students placed on suspension and readmitted after 
a period of non-academic activity. 

DEFINITIONS ' ' ^ 

ACADEMIC SUSPENSION POLICY: 

A studen^ must maintaifji a cxmulative grade point 

average according to the following schedule to jremain, 

eligible for continued attendance at the College: 

Credit Hours 
Average Attempted 

I 

1.00 tk-12 K 

y 1.20 V 13-^24 

1.40^ 25-36 
1.60 r 37-48 



\ ]r,80 48-60 



2.00 61 and above 

A student who fails to meet these levels shall be 
suspended for a period of one semester, after which he may 
apply for readmission. 

If a student who is suspended has some proof of 
there being extenuating cirooomstances , he may appeal his 



suspension. 
« 
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This appeal must be made not later than ^he third \ 
day of the semester- following suspension. Further information 
is available from the office of the Director of Admissions 



' ^ and Records. v 



Each student who obtains less than a 2.00 average 
at mid-term shall be sent a letter of warning, calling his 
attention to his low acl^evement and reminding him of the - 
' standards set forth above. Upon receipt of such a letter, 

the student should consult his advisor about his status. 

Each student placed on probation or suspension shall 
be notified by letter and a copy placed in his personnel 
folder. 

JV student at the Harrisburg Area Community College who 

V 

does not meet academic standards * during his attendance at a ^ 
summer^iession, may be .placed on academic probation or 
suspension according to the provisions stated above. < 
ACADEMIC PROGRES^ 

Progress will be determined by comparing end of 
semester Grade Point Averages. 

r 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE • 

' I 

Reviewing relevant lit^^rature, I fcxund that research ^ 

on t^he success of readmitted students was done primarily in 

^ the Sixties. I could not find anything relevant done in recent 

years. Findings in the studies were not consistent; however, 

the groups studied had different characteristics which probaMy 

account for the inconsistencies. 
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ED 015 735 ' . 

Remedial reading coi^rses led to the success of students 
readmitted to Califojjrnia Public Junior Colleges after dismissal 
from' the University of California. The major cause of suspension 
was poor reading ability. Thd ^sample group were students 
who had superior high school grkdes, 
ED 013 601 

Of 351 transfer students who were on a probationary 
status, 55% were- later supcessful, i.e., removing themselves 
from probationary ^atu^. Age was unrelated to success. 
Students met greater success in summer sessions than in 
regular. No relationship was found between degree of success 
and a waiting period before re-entry. Reduction of study 
load after transfer appeared related to failure to achiWe 
regular status. 
Campbell & Holm: 



"There is a definite likelihood of an academic improve- 
ment following a period of absence from the campus." Campbell 

Holm also found that the greatei^ the period of absence, 
^the more improvement/ up to three years. 
ED 010 734 

The perfo^ance of f'eadmitted students on probation 
at Los Angeles City College who had. stayed out of school for 
*a semester or more did not differ from those who had not. 
Lautz, MacLean, Vaugh and Oliver 

"The principal conclusions to be derived are 

that, for the population of academic failures characterized 
by average high school achiqvement and average scholastic 
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aptitude, specific academic^skills are important , past academic 
record seems unimportant, and a general factor called incentive 
seems important in the attainment of passing grades upon 
readmission. " 



Section I: The Charge 

Compare the progress of students who were suspended prior 
to May, 1973, with thofee suspended after May, 1973. Progress 
will be determined by semester GPA over two semesters' of work.. 

Once I Iqegan the study, I discovered that the^ suspension 
policy had not been enforced from the time of the flood 
(summer^ 1972) . Therefore, I identified the following 7 
groups of students. ' ' . 

Group 1 - Pre-Sprihg 1972 (Spring 1970 to and including 
Fall 1971) \ 

a. ^ Those who w^r^ s^uspended but re-admitted 
• " without ai'liting out a semester (^e-instated 

' studentsi) . 

b. Tl\ose wh<J-drid hot return. 

c. ' Those who returned after sitting out one 
semester. 

d. Those who returned after sitting out more 
thaoi one semester. 

Group 2 - Spring 1972 ^up ,to and .including Fall 1974 

a. Those who returned the next semester ' (i.^. # 
that spent no tijne out) . 

b. Those who did not return. 

c. Those who returned after sitting out one 
semeBter. 

After identifying the above, groups, I identified the 
variables in the following order. 

1. Social Security Number 

2. ^ Curriculum a^itted to 

3. ' Current curriculum 
V 4 . Marital status 

5. Veterans status , ' 

6*. Age 

7. Sex 

8. Semester Suspended 

9. GPA of suspension. semester 
* 10. Credits carried during suspension semester 

11. First readmit date 

12. Next semester after re-^admit 

13. GPA tha|:^^semester 

14. Credits taken that semester 

15. Second Semester after re-*admit . 

16. GPA that semester 

17. Credit hours that semester 

18. Cumulative GPA 

19. Cumulative credits 

20. Graduation (yes-*no) 

% 

■ . ( ' 

■ ' ' ' ■ 1" 



ERIC 



LIMITATIONS 

StDitie of the confounding^ variables I considered are 
as follows: 

1. What activi-ty did the student pursue .between 
suspension and readmission? 

2. Are grading practices different now ^han in 
the past? 

* 

3. What 'curses is the student taking now - what • 
did he take before suspension? 

4. Is any difference due to natural, ma/turation of* 
the student? 

5. What kinds of personal problems such as family, 
financial, emotional, etc. affect a. student's 
prggress? 

6. What is the effect of or the threat of suspensi 
on a student? 

{ 

There are also forces such as motivation ^aptitude, 
academic, skills, etc. ,whic"h probably affect a student's 
success or failure which I have not defined. ^ 
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Section II; Comparison of Groups 

• One major confounding variable is the fact that many eligible 
fot suspension .were not suspended even before the policy was 
dropped in 1972. ' Ho>/ever, this chang^e dfd have an impact in that 
•the CPA's of thie never-left group shift from 50 percent below 1.0 ^ 
in Group 1-A to 75 percent below 1.0 in Group 2-A. 

The distributi6n of CPA's during the subsequent serEiester after 
the suspension semester was higher for Group 1-A than for Group 2-A, 
which may.be an artifact of the previous point. 

• * ' . * 

The distjribution of CPA's for students who returned after 
sitH:ing out for one semester* were different in that Group 2-C * 
• . generally had lower CPA's than<Pdid Group 1-C, which may be a x:on- 
tinuation of the previously-mentioned artifact.- 

There is a much higher percentage of low (all bolow 1.0) CPA's 
' during second semester after re-admission in Grdup 2-A (89%) . 

than in Group 1-A (56%) and in Croup 2-C (8.9%) than in Group l-C 
V (54%) . Note that this is virtually all drop-outs in each case 

/ and ia not an accurate CPA. But, it does shbw that the majority 

of these suspended students drop out eventually. - 

The success (measured by CPA) of suspended students after 
re-a"dmicsion regardless of time spent out is lowqr in Group 2 
than in Croup 1. ^ . ' ' 

The reader should keep in mind that overall 80 percent of 
all suspended students did not retu;i?n to the College roga/dloss 
of policy. Ij:- Group 1, 82 percent did not return, and in Group 2, 
77 percent did not return. 

. During the period of Spring- 1969-70 to end of Fall 1974-75, 
1-302 students were suspended. Of this number, 259 returned to 
H.A.C.C. Of the 1302 students, 21 subsequently graduated. 
Graduation may or may not have been the students' goal. 




Section III; Highlights bf Group 1 (Tables 1-23) ' 

1.' Thete ^eems to be few differences between sub-groups '^of 
feroiip 1- by ^ex.* For ex^ple, 82.4 percjent of the males 
. ' never returned compared to 81.5 percent bf the ffWaales 

. ; ,tTab}e 2) . ^ ^ ' 

V 

^ 2. Th^re are relativel^r slight ^differences between ma^yried^^ and 

^ single, students • Tlie only noticeable differenpe is tlrat a 

slightly larger percentage of single people never returned 
compared' to married people (82.7 percent single ^ 76.8 
. percent married)-.- {Table 4) , 

3. * The differences between veterans and non-veterans are also 

slight. -Npri-veterans tend? tp never return at a. slightly 
higher rate (83.1 percent) than veterans (75.5 percent) . 
(T^ble 6) . ^ , 

4. There is a direct relationship between the GPA at the \ 
semester of suspension and the probability of continuance 
or return at a later date. If a student had a GPA of 1.5 

• or below^ the probability is better than 3 out of' 4 that 
he will not. return. If the GPA 'is highe/ than 1.5^ the 
probability is approximately 1 out of 2 that he will not 
return. It should be pointed out that the, vast majority/ 
approximately 95 percent of the ' students / are below a_1.5. ^ 

' (Table 8) ' . ' * . ' • 

5. At the en4 of the re-admit semester ^ of those who did not 
sit but (that is^ never left) ^ approximately 50 percent had 
a G;pA of less than 1.0 for that re-admit semester. Op the 
other hand^ approximately 18 percent had a GPA of above 

'2.5. Of those who retui^ned after one semester^ approximately 
33 percent had a GPA below 1.0 in their re-admit semester ^ 
and 32 percent had GPA above 2.5. Returning after 2^ or more 
semesters^ 33 percenti^were below a 1.0 GPA^ and 38 percent ^ 
wtere above a- 2.5 GPA ^Table 9). 



Looking at second semester data on GPA'^fter re- admission ^ 
thefollowing can be ascertained. Of those who never left^ 
^ - 56 percent were below a 1.0 the s^ond semester after they 

were re-admitted ^ and 4 percent were above a 2.5. Of ^ 
those who returned after sitting out one semester^ 54 "per- 
cent were below a 1.0 the second semester after they w^re 
re-admittedy while- 8 percent were above a 2.5. Finally ^ of 
those who sat out 2 -or more semes^ter^ 75 peijcent were 
below a 1.0 their second semester after re-admission ^ . and 
10 percent were above a' 2.5. ^ 

It must be noted that a large majority of the 73.7 percent 
below 0.5 were not enrolled the second semester, so, in 
short, they dropped out. Of the 57 who returned after 2 
or more semester^ approximately 30 never came b^ack after 
their re-admit semester leaving any additional percentages 
among this group suspect in light of how few students are 
involved. Note that 8 of the 30 could not have had a second 
re-admit semester because of the timing (Table 11). 
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?• This section deals with the credit^? carried at the 

semester of suspension. Of those who never returned, 
• approximately 45 percent carried more than 11 (fcredits, 
i.e. were* full- time. Of thdse who did, not sit out a^ 
semester, 33 percent were full-time students, and of 
those who sat out one semester, 50 percent were full-time. 
Finally, of those who sat out 2 or more semesters, 28 
percent were full-^time at the semester of suspension. 
(Table, 15). - 

8. This item deals with credits, carried during the re-admit 
semester. Of those who never left,* 28 percent carried 
12 or more credits after their re-admit semester. Of 
those who returned aftei; 1 semester out, 29' percent carried 
12 credits and none carried more. Finally, of those who 
sat out 2 or more semesters , 16 percent carried 12 or more 
credits.* Therefore, the majority of students that we have 
been working with were re-admitted on a part-time status. 
(Table 17) 

9. In Group 1, of 761 suspended students , 19 ultimately 
'graduated (2.5 percent) which is not surprising in light 

Of the ntunber of part-timers. 
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Section IV: Highlights of Group 2 (Tables 24-46) 

1. The only sex differences that we see is that a relatively 
high percentage of females . never- return, 81.6 percent, - 
compared to males, 75.2 percent (Table 25) . ^ 

'2. The major difference between marr.ied and non-married ^ } 

students is iJiat married students, when they become /; . 

eligible for^suspension:, never retura at: a higher rate ^ ^ 

(83 percent! than single students (75.2 percent) ; 

(Table 27)7 / 

3. Slight diytferences are noted between non-veterans and 
veterans /in /tha"t 78*2 percent of the non-veterans never 
returned compared to 72 .4 percent of the veterans (Table 2^). 

4. At the ysemester'of suspension there is a direct relationship 
between GyA and whether or not a student returns. Of thos0 
with sJ Gpk below 0.5, ; 83 percent never return. * Of those 
with a GBA between 0.5 and 1.5, approximately 60 percent ) 
never/ rerurn . There are relatively few students (15) 
abovd a £.5 GPA (Table 31). 

5. At the Ind of the first semester ^ter supposed suspension, 
the^evier-lefts demonstrated the^^oHowing CPA's: 52 per- 
cent! had GPA below^ 1.0, an^^33^ercent had a GPA above 
2.51 The^e-admit semesterj/f those who sat out one ^ 
semester had 41 percent wjrth a GPA below 0.5 while 30 percent 
{oit 87individuals ) were Above' 2.5 GPA (Table 32). 

' 6. This /item deals with the GPA the second semester after 

re-aamit. . The vast majority of those who never left had 
a 0.0 for the second semester after re-admit implying ^ 
that they never enrolled for a second semester. The numbers 
who /did are *so few that little can be drawn from them, 
although 5 actually were above a 2.5 GPA. Of thdse who 
sat out one semester, the majority never made it; to a 
second semester to have' a GPA. Of those who did, all were 
below a 2.0 (Table 34) . 

7* At the semeister of suspension, of those who never left 
approximately' oner third were full-^^ime. Of those who 
never returned, 26 percent were full-time studerits, and, 
of tho^e Who sk'fe. out one semester, 21 percent were full- 
time Students, ^he reader should* Jceep in mind that the 
vast majority were in Group 2-B, those who never returned 
(Table 38) . - 

This item deals with credits carried during the re-admit 
semester. Twenty-two percent of the never-lefts were 
full-time in their re-admit semester, whereas only 10 
percent (or .actually , 3) students who stepped out a semester 
returned carrying a full load (Table 40) . 

Of those who had a second semester after being re-admitted, 
only 2 people carried a full load. The rest were carrying 
less than 12 credits (Table 42). 
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Of all the sub-groups, there were only 2 graduates and 
th^se were among those who-never left. At the same time 
it* should be noticed that one wox^ld not expect too many 
graduates out of this group in light of the relatively 
small portion who were full-^time <Table 46) • 
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APPENDIX A . 11 

STUDY OF CURRENT SUSPENSION POLICY 

Each year about thi^ time, a cry df criticism is heard from faculty^ 
and counselors concerning the current academic suspension policy. 
Since Admissions and Records Office is generally responsible for 
enforcement of the policy, I would like to propose several questions 
and suggestions which might l?e helpful. 

1. The community college cannot duplicate every experimental 
program offered by the four year institutions - the com- 
munity cd.llege'^ust be accountable to the four year 
institutions for transfer and further must be account- 
able to the sponsoring districts who finance the program, 

/ 2. Most of the institutions wha have initiated non-punitive 
systems of suspension are highly selective in admissions 
and do not need to demonstrate the same accountability 
as the community college, 

r 

3. Little research is available which applies directly to 
the community college students. Although I believe that 

must change the educational process by creating new 
and dynamic methods, I do not agree that all practices 
of the four year institution should pfldict the courSe 
of action we follow. 

With this in mind, I would like to 3^equest the faculty's permission 
through the Admission and Academic Standing Committee to hold the 
current academic suspension policy in abeyance for three semesters 
in order to develop a sample group for a study of said policy. 

Our intent at this time would be to notify the student that his 
progress to date would not enable him to meet the graduation 
requirements. These students who r^-enroll for the succeding 
semester would be tallied and progress would be determined by ^ 
^fedte^ter average and G. P. A. over the next two semesters. 



x^/i^6ther group would be established from etudents placed on suspension 
but who returned after a period of non-academic activity. This 
study 'would not include returning veterans. If permission for this 
type of study is granted it is hoped that the committee would have 
sufficient e^^dence to consider changes in the current policy. 
During the period of the study, the current policy would appear in 
the cpllege catalogue and other documents of the college but would^ 
not be enforced. The students involved in the study would not be 
notified of their involvement. However, if outside agencies 
request information on the individual, they must be aware of the 
academic status and the suspension policy. 

Written and Proposed by John Ford 
Approved by Faculty Council, May 21, 
1973 
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TABLE 23 
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF GRADUATES 
SPRING 1970 TO FALL 1971 



Total students % of total 

Graduates in study in study 

. N % • N X 

Never left . ' U 57.9 54 20.4 

Never returned 3 15.8 626 0.5 

Returned after Z 

1 semester ,4 21.0 24 16.7 

Returned after 2 or 

more .semesters __1 5.3 57 1.8 

Total 19 100.0 761 2.5 
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TABLE 46 
NUMBER AND PERCENT OF GRADUATES 
SPRING 1972 TO FALL 1974 



Total students Z of total 

Graduates In study In study 

N % • N X 

Never left 2 100.0 97 2.0 

Never returned 0 0 417 ' 0 

Returned after 

1 semester 0 0 27 0 

Total 2 100.0 541 0.3 
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